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 CANON VI Renumbered 
2020 

  OF SAFE TO RECEIVE TESTIMONIALS 
 

 

1. Every Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa in every Diocese and Hui 
Amorangi shall establish and maintain adequate records in some 
permanent form that record the relevant and applicable 
information in respect of each bishop, ordained minister or 
licensed layperson who at any time holds or has held a Licence, 
Letters of Authority, Permission to Officiate or similar in respect of 
any ecclesiastical office or appointment or permission within the 
Diocese or Hui Amorangi.   

 

 1.1 In New Zealand information in such records is subject to the 
terms of the Privacy Act 2020. 2026 

 1.2 The information to be kept in such records shall contain 
adequate information of the relevant: 

• Name(s) of the person. 
• Details of ordination(s), and names of ordaining Bishop(s) (if   

known). 
• Ecclesiastical office(s) and / or appointment(s) held within    

the Diocese or Hui Amorangi, including relevant dates. 
• Any known previous ecclesiastical office(s) and / or 

appointments held, and relevant Diocese or Episcopal 
jurisdiction. 

• Details of any complaint received under Title D in respect of 
the person, including the manner in which the complaint was 
disposed of and any conditions, requirements or directions 
imposed.  

• Details of any condition, limitation or restriction currently 
attached to the person’s ministry, licence or permission. 

• Details of resignation(s), retirement, or other events relevant 
to office, appointment or jurisdiction. 

• Any other matter known to the Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa that 
is or may be relevant to the person’s fitness to hold office or 
to minister. 
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2. When any bishop, ordained minister or layperson seeks or is 
proposed for appointment to any Ecclesiastical office or 
appointment or requires any license or permission within a 
Diocese or Hui Amorangi, such person shall request the licensing 
bishop in any Diocese or Hui Amorangi where they have 
previously served and held a licence or permission to forward 
Letters Testimonial to the licensing Bishop / Pīhopa for the sought 
or proposed appointment. 
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3. Letters Testimonial shall contain all relevant and applicable 
information kept pursuant to clause 1.2 of this Canon extracted 
from the records maintained in respect of the person making the 
request, together with any other information known to the 
Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa that is or may be relevant to the 
person’s fitness to hold office or to minister in the receiving 
Diocese or Hui Amorangi. Letters Testimonial shall be signed by 
the Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa personally. 
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3A. In signing Letters Testimonial the Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa 
certifies that: 

2026 

 (a)   the information contained in the Letters Testimonial is, to the 
best of the Bishop’s / Pīhopa’s knowledge and belief, 
complete and accurate; 

 

 (b)  save as expressly disclosed in the Letters Testimonial, no 
condition, limitation or restriction is currently attached to the 
person’s ministry, licence or permission within the sending 
Diocese or Hui Amorangi; and 

 

 (c)  save as expressly disclosed in the Letters Testimonial, the 
Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa is not aware of any matter that is 
or may be relevant to the person’s fitness to hold office or to 
minister. 

 

3B. A receiving Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa is entitled to rely on the 
completeness and accuracy of Letters Testimonial issued in 
accordance with this Canon. However, the receiving Licensing 
Bishop / Pīhopa may make such further enquiries of the sending 
Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa, or of the person, as the receiving 
Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa considers appropriate, having regard 
to the nature of the office, appointment or permission sought and 
the ministry to be exercised in the receiving Diocese or Hui 
Amorangi. 
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3C. Where, after the issue of Letters Testimonial and before the 
person ceases to hold any office, appointment or permission in 
the receiving Diocese or Hui Amorangi, the  sending  Licensing  
Bishop / Pīhopa becomes aware of any matter that is or may be 
relevant to the person’s fitness to hold office or to minister and 
that was not included in the Letters Testimonial, the sending 
Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa must promptly advise the receiving 
Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa of that matter. 
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3D. Where a Minister who holds a licence or permission in one 
Episcopal Unit is to officiate in another Episcopal Unit for a period 
of more than one week, without seeking transfer of episcopal 
jurisdiction, any confirmation that the Minister is safe to receive 
given for that purpose (including for the purposes of Title A Canon 
II) shall be given by the Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa of the sending 
Episcopal Unit in the short form set out in Part 2 of the Schedule, 
signed by the Licensing Bishop / Pīhopa personally. Clauses 3A, 
3B and 3C apply to a short form certificate as they apply to Letters 
Testimonial, save that the obligation in clause 3C continues only 
until the end of the period of officiating. 
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4. Letters Testimonial shall be in the form in the Schedule.  
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5. In New Zealand all information and records kept and maintained, 
and all Letters Testimonial issued, pursuant to this Canon shall 
be kept, maintained and issued in accordance with the provisions 
of the Privacy Act 2020, and in particular shall be in accordance 
with any obligations relating to confidentiality. 
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6. Nothing in this Canon is intended to operate to prevent or hinder 
the provision of a reference or evaluative or opinion material, 
provided that, in New Zealand, any such reference or other 
material is provided in a manner and form and for a purpose or 
use which is duly authorised in terms of the Privacy Act 2020. 
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7. Whenever a person has held a relevant previous office or 
appointment elsewhere than within this Church, in so far as 
possible the intent of this Canon can and may be applied to that 
situation. 

 

8. Nothing in this Canon shall operate to prevent the making of 
inquiries and obtaining of details in respect of relevant police, 
court or other law enforcement agencies in New Zealand or 
elsewhere. 
 

 

 SCHEDULE  
 Part 1 – Letters Testimonial – Safe to Receive  
 Confidential Report:  
 To the Bishop / Pīhopa of……………………………  
 I hereby certify that……………………………, who has signified to 

me a desire to be transferred to the Episcopal jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of the Diocese of……………………. / Pīhopa ki te Hui 
Amorangi ………………………………, is a bishop / priest / 
deacon / Lay Licensed Minister in good standing in the Diocese 
of……………….………… / Hui Amorangi ………………….……. 
A.  Information from the Bishop’s / Pīhopa’s Register 
(Canon VI, Clause 1.2)  

 

 1.  A copy of the information held in the records maintained 
pursuant to Canon VI clause 1.2 in respect of the above-
named person is attached to this certificate. 

B.  Conditions on Ministry 
2. Conditions, limitations or restrictions on ministry. I confirm 

that no condition, limitation or restriction is currently attached 
to the above-named person’s ministry, licence or permission 
to officiate, except as set out below. 

Details of any condition, limitation or restriction (if applicable): 
………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………… 
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 C.  Fitness to Hold Office or to Minister 
 3.   Fitness to minister. I confirm that I am not aware of any matter 

that is or may be relevant to the above-named person’s fitness 
to hold office or to minister, except as set out below. Without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, my answer takes 
account of: 

 (a)  any  complaint received under Title D in respect of the 
above-named person while under my jurisdiction, and the 
manner in which it was disposed of (including any 
conditions, requirements or directions imposed); 

 (b) any concerns regarding the above-named person’s 
conduct or behaviour in ministry that have not been the 
subject of a formal complaint under Title D; 

 (c)  any  matter known to me relating to the above-named 
person’s health or wellbeing that may affect the exercise 
of ministry in the receiving Diocese or Hui Amorangi; 

 (d)  the  circumstances  of the  above-named     person’s 
departure from their most recent appointment or role in 
my Diocese or Hui Amorangi, where those circumstances 
may be relevant to fitness to minister; and 

 (e)  any other matter I consider the receiving Bishop / Pīhopa 
should be aware of in order to make an informed decision 
regarding the grant of any licence, permission or 
appointment. 

 Details of any matter relevant to fitness to minister (if 
applicable): 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 D.  Ministerial Development 
 4.  I note the following ministerial development plans (if 

applicable): 
 …………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………. 
 E.  Certification and Updating Obligation 
 5.  I certify that the  information  contained in these Letters 

Testimonial is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
complete and accurate. 

 6.   Subject to paragraph 2 above, I confirm that no condition, 
limitation or restriction is currently attached to the above-
named person’s ministry, licence or permission to officiate. 

 7.   Subject to paragraph 3 above, I confirm that I am not aware 
of any matter that is or may be relevant to the above-named 
person’s fitness to hold office or to minister. 
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 8.   I acknowledge the obligation in Canon VI clause 3C to advise 
the receiving Bishop / Pīhopa promptly of any matter that, 
after the issue of these Letters Testimonial and before the 
above-named person ceases to hold office, appointment or 
permission in the receiving Diocese or Hui Amorangi, comes 
to my attention and that is or may be relevant to that person’s 
fitness to hold office or to minister. 

 Witness my Hand this …..day of…………………………………… 
 Signed………………………………………………………………... 

Bishop of / Pīhopa ki Hui Amorangi ………………………………. 
  
  
 Part 2 – Short Form Safe to Receive Certificate (Extended 

Officiating) 
Confidential Report 
To the Bishop / Pīhopa of …………………………………………… 
I  hereby certify that …………………………, who is to officiate in 
your Episcopal Unit for the period from ………………… ………to 
…………………, is a bishop / priest / deacon / Lay Licensed 
Minister in good standing in the Diocese of ………………… / Hui 
Amorangi ………………… 

 1.   I confirm that no condition, limitation or restriction is currently 
attached to the above-named person’s ministry, licence or 
permission to officiate, except as set out below. 

 2.   I confirm that the above-named person is not currently the 
subject of any complaint or investigation under Title D, except 
as set out below. 

 3.   I confirm that I am not aware of any matter that is or may be 
relevant to the above-named person’s fitness to officiate in 
your Episcopal Unit, except as set out below. 

 Details of any matter under paragraphs 1 to 3 (if applicable): 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 4.   I certify that the information contained in this certificate is, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, complete and accurate, 
and I acknowledge the obligation in Canon VI clause 3D to 
advise you promptly of any matter coming to my attention 
before the end of the period of officiating that is or may be 
relevant to the above-named person’s fitness to officiate. 

 Witness my Hand this …..day of…………………………………… 
 Signed………………………………………………………………... 

Bishop of / Pīhopa ki Hui Amorangi ………………………………. 
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